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Embark on a humble journey of faith with Dr. Sixbert SANGWA's blog post collection, now 
available as PDFs on Archive.org and other platforms. Offering gentle reflections on Christian 
doctrine and biblical prophecy, these writings invite quiet contemplation and deeper 
understanding of the Christian journey. Amidst today's uncertainties, they gently remind us of 
the imminent Church Rapture and the return of Jesus Christ. Embrace this opportunity to 
deepen your faith and share in the wisdom of these modest reflections (Colossians 3:23-24). 


In discussions about the roots of 
Christianity and the early leadership 
within the faith, questions often arise 
regarding the claims made by the Roman 
Catholic Church. Two 
assertions stand out: firstly, the assertion 
that the Catholic Church is the "mother 
church," tracing its origins directly to 


significant 


Jesus Christ and the apostles; and 
secondly, the belief that Saint Peter was 
appointed by Christ Himself as the first 
pope, thereby establishing a line of 
succession of pontiffs, each inheriting 
Peter's authority. 


Let's delve into these claims, examining 
them humbly and_ with — scriptural 
discernment. 


Is the Catholic Church the Mother 
Church? 

Central to Catholic doctrine is the 
assertion that their Church is the "mother 
church,"the progenitor of all Christian 
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denominations. This claim hinges on the 
belief that Jesus designated Peter as the 
foundation of His Church, as recorded 
in Matthew 16:17-19. However, a closer 
examination of Scripture presents a 
different narrative. 


While Catholics interpret Jesus' words to 
mean that Peter himself is the rock upon 
which the Church is built, a more 
nuanced understanding reveals that 
Jesus was referring to the confession of 
faith that Peter proclaimed, recognizing 
Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living 
God. This interpretation is supported by 
the context of the passage and 
consistent biblical theology. Jesus, as the 
cornerstone (Ephesians 2:20), is the 
foundation of the Church, not Peter. 


Furthermore, historical and theological 
scrutiny casts doubt on the claim of the 
Catholic = Church's 
emergence of Catholicism in the fourth 


antiquity. The 
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century under Emperor Constantine and 
the later development of papal authority 
challenge the notion of an unbroken 
lineage from the apostolic era. Biblically 
speaking, the true "mother church" is not 
an institution centered in Rome but rather 
the universal body of believers described 
in the New Testament, characterized by 
faith in Christ and adherence to His 
teachings. 


From a biblical perspective, the true 
“mother church’ is the one depicted in the 
book of Acts and the New Testament 
epistles. This biblical church model lacks 
the hierarchy of priests, cardinals, or 
popes. It doesn't feature the adoration of 
Mary or the veneration of saints. The 
practices of infant baptism and 
transubstantiation, wherein the elements 
of the Lord’s Supper are believed to 
become the actual body and blood of 
Jesus, are absent in the biblical 
descriptions of the early church. Hence, 
it is evident that the Catholic Church 
cannot be deemed the mother church 
according to biblical standards. 


Was Saint Peter the First Pope? 

Another cornerstone of Catholic doctrine 
is the belief in apostolic succession, 
culminating in the papacy, with Peter as 
its inaugural figure. However, a careful 
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examination of Scripture reveals a 
different picture. 


While Peter undoubtedly held a 
significant role among the apostles and 
played a pivotal part in the early spread 
of the gospel, there is no_ biblical 
evidence to support the assertion that he 
exercised supremacy over his fellow 
apostles or the entire Church. Acts 
15 and Galatians _2demonstrate _ that 
Peter worked alongside other apostles, 
not as their ruler but as an equal partner 
in ministry. 

Similarly, the idea of apostolic 
succession, wherein Peter's authority is 
purportedly passed down _ through 
successive bishops of Rome, lacks 
biblical support. The apostles 
themselves, including Peter, never 
claimed _ infallibility nor designated 
successors to inherit their authority. 
Instead, Scripture exhorts believers to 
measure all teachings against the 
unchanging standard of God's Word (2 
Timothy 3:16-17), rather than relying on 
human succession or _ ecclesiastical 
hierarchy. 


In conclusion, while Saint Peter holds a 


revered place in Christian history and 
theology, elevating him to the status of 
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the first pope or attributing to him an 
authority beyond that which Scripture 
assigns obscures the true foundation and 
leadership of the Church. Ultimately, our 
allegiance is not to any earthly institution 
or leader but to Jesus Christ, the true 
Head of the Church (Colossians 1:18). 
As believers, let us look to Him alone as 
our Shepherd and Overseer, faithfully 
following His teachings as revealed in 
Scripture. 


Related Articles 


e Who is the Famous Babylonian 
goddess who Became _Virgin 
Mary, the Ascribed Queen_of 
Heaven? 

e Does the Bible Teach Us to Pray 
to Mary, the Dead Saints, and 
Other Beings in Heaven? 

e If llive a moral life and have good 
works, am | saved? 


e Are Purgatory and Prayers for the 


Dead Biblical? 
e What_is Mariology and _is_ it 
Biblical? 


Further Resources 

e Discover Online Ministry 
Opportunities at Open Christian 
Ministries (USA) 
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Pursue an Online Christian 
Degree from Open Christian 
University (USA 
Christian 
Services from the Center for Faith 
and Work (Rwanda) 


Explore Business 
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